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The Souls We Should Never Forget 
It happened many years ago during a visit to my sister.  My nephew had been bad, and she had sent him to his room where he had 

no contact with the outside world.  From the living room, I overheard a conversation between the two of them that went like this: 

 “Mom?” 

 “Yes, son.” 

 “I’m really sorry for what I did.  Do you forgive me?” 

 “Yes, son, I forgive you.” 

 “Then, can I come out of my room?” 

 “No, you can’t come out of your room.” 

 “But if I’m sorry, and you forgive me, how come I still have to stay in my room?” 

 

In the end, he lost the argument and had to stay in his room.  But he did ask a good question: If he’s sorry and he’s been forgiven, 

why should he still be punished? 

 

One good answer is that even if he’s sorry, he still needs discipline to be formed into an obedient son.  Each of us might ask a simi-

lar question regarding God and ourselves.  If we sin, and if we confess our sins and receive absolution, are we off scot-free, or does 

something remain to be done? 

 

The answer is the same as it was for my nephew.  Of course something remains to be done.  My sins have lasting effects on others.  

So if I confess that I stole money, I should give it back.  If for some reason I can’t give it back, the priest may give me a penance of 

making an offering to God’s poor.   

 

And something remains to be done inside of me too.  Every sin also has an interior effect.  If I damage people’s reputations by gos-

siping about them, it may take a lot of time, grace, and practice for me to get out of that habit.  Pope Francis has referred to this as 

the “residue of sin” that remains on our soul even after God has forgiven us.  All of us know very well that when we leave the con-

fessional, we are completely and totally forgiven, but still not perfect. 

 

This is where God is so very, very merciful.  It may be that many of us will die forgiven of any serious sins that we’ve committed, 

and yet still needing to be purified—perfected—before we can enter into eternal happiness with God.  God mercifully allows such 

purification to take place on the other side of the grave.  Perhaps that is why St. Catherine of Genoa said, “The pains of purgatory 

are more desirable than the most ecstatic pleasures on earth.” 

 

Let’s make sure we don’t lose the upcoming feast of All Souls in the shadow of Halloween and All Saints’ Day.  Those undergoing 

purification need our intercession, and if we remember them, they will certainly pray for us when they enter Heaven, until the day 

when we can be with them in the joy that never ends. 
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Saturday, February 19, 2022 

Chelsea Center @ St. Thomas More, Sarasota 

6:00 to 10:00 pm 

As we begin to approach the end of year, it is time to start planning for 2022!  Have you    

purchased your tickets for the 2022 OLPH Butterfly Ball yet?  This will be OLPH’s major fund-

raiser for the 2021-22 fiscal year.  Please join Fr. Mark, Fr. Lino, and Bishop Frank J. Dewane 

for a lovely evening of music from multiple artists, fine dining, and fun.  In addition, we have 

exciting trips to such locations as Ireland, Costa Rica, Italy, and Hawaii included in our Live 

Auction and some very nice silent auction items. 

Tickets are $150 and can be purchased online at: www.olph-retreat.org/butterfly-ball-tickets. If you are interested 

in reserving a table, advertising in the Event’s Program, or donating an item/cash to our auction, please contact    

Simona Handley at (941) 486-0233 or handley@olph-retreat.org. 

We are also looking for volunteers to help set up the venue on Friday, February 18 and the Saturday morning, Feb-

ruary 19, 2022.  Please contact Simona Handley if you are interested in volunteering: handley@olph-retreat.org.  

A very special THANK YOU to our Sponsors:  

St. William, St. Columbkille, St. Agnes, and Our Lady of Lourdes Parishes 

and Underwriters: The Oblates of the Virgin Mary! 

Blessing of the Animals 

The blessing of pets and animals is often celebrated on October 4, the 
feast of St. Francis of Assisi, or on a Sunday near that date.  St. Francis 
(1182-1226), a monk who founded the contemporary order of Francis-
cans, is known for his special connection to animals. 

On Sunday, October 3, Fr. Mark performed a short outdoor prayer ser-
vice followed by a Blessing of the Animals for a group of thirteen Grey-
hound rescue dogs, organized by Nancy Gazo. After the ceremony, the 
well-behaved hounds enjoyed a bowl of dog treats and a lounge in the 
sun. 

2022 Individual Retreat Schedule Published 

The Fall 2021 individual retreat schedule filled up very quickly, so we have published our 

January to May 2022 schedule on the OLPH website.   

Click here for the calendar 

We offer 3, 5, and 8-day individual retreats.  Each retreat begins with check-in on the first 

day between 1:00 and 3:00, followed by a meeting with your priest spiritual director, and 

dinner.  Mass is offered each day, as well as a meeting with your director, spiritual read-

ing assignments, and peaceful time for introspection and contemplation on the beautiful, 

tranquil grounds of OLPH. Your final day concludes with a meeting, Mass, and lunch. 

For those with less time, we also offer a 1-Day retreat (often referred to as a Desert Day), 

based on Fr. Mark’s and Fr. Lino’s availability.  Please contact Denise Riley if you have any questions or would like to 

schedule a Desert Day:  riley@olph-retreat.org or (941) 486-0233 ext. 3004. 

https://olph-retreat.org/butterfly-ball-tickets
mailto:handley@olph-retreat.org?subject=Butterfly%20Ball%20Inquiry
mailto:handley@olph-retreat.org
https://olph-retreat.org/individual-retreat-calendar
mailto:riley@olph-retreat.org?subject=Retreat%20Inquiry
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Mass Intentions Request 
Interested in having a Mass celebrated 
or candle lit for a loved one, deceased 
friend, or a special intention?   
 
You can now request a Mass or memo-
rial candle lit via our website by clicking 
here.    
 
Donation is $10 for Mass requests and 
$5 for a memorial candle.   

Happy Birthday  

Volunteers! 

A very Happy Birthday to our         

November birthdays including Linda 

Falco and Jerry Paulausky! 

Do you celebrate a November     

birthday and we missed it?  Happy 

Birthday!  Please send an email to 

handley@olph-retreat.org with your 

birthday month and day so we can 

put it in our database! 

What’s the Difference Between a Group and Individual Retreat? 

We are often asked “Should I register for a group or individual retreat?”.  The answer may lie in the differences       

between the two.   

OLPH’s Group retreats are scheduled throughout the year and are centered around a defined theme in a communal 

setting.  There is a planned agenda that includes several conferences on various topics related to the theme.  In a 

group retreat, you are sharing the spiritual experience with others, while you are still provided individual, private time 

to reflect and pray.  Usually, group retreats are scheduled on weekends and begin with registration and check-in by 

4:00 pm on Friday afternoon, followed by dinner at 5:00 pm.  The group 

generally sits together for meals.  Conferences based on the respective 

theme are provided throughout the retreat, as well as the opportunity for 

a private session with a priest for confession or spiritual direction.  

Upcoming group retreats include the Ignatian Preached Retreat in        

November and the Advent Retreat in December. Additional information is 

provided on our website: olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events 

An Individual retreat is essentially a private, customized retreat that in-

cludes daily scheduled meetings with a priest spiritual director trained to 

help guide you spiritually.  Each day, the retreatant meets with their spir-

itual director to discuss their concerns and journey and to reflect on what 

they observe is happening in their lives and their prayer.  The Director 

assists the retreatant in clarifying where God is in the midst of their expe-

riences and where God seems to be calling them.  Retreatants generally 

maintain silence and have minimal interaction during the retreat, except 

for their meetings with their Director.  OLPH offers 1, 3, 5, 8, and 30-day 

individual retreats.  

Click here to view the 2022 Individual Retreat schedule 

We Need Your Help! 

We are hosting several groups in November including the Sacred Heart 

Women’s Emmaus, Ignatian Preached Retreat, Diocese of Venice staff, 

Monthly Day of Prayer, and New Beginnings.  If you are a current vol-

unteer and able to help, please click here to view the schedule. 

If you would like to become a new volunteer, click here for more infor-

mation or contact Simona Handley at handley@olph-retreat.org or 

941-486-0233. ext. 3011 

https://olph-retreat.org/memorial-and-prayer-request
https://olph-retreat.org/memorial-and-prayer-request
mailto:handley@olph-retreat.org?subject=Volunteer%20Birthday
https://olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events
https://olph-retreat.org/individual-retreat-calendar
https://olph-retreat.org/online-volunteer-schedule
https://olph-retreat.org/new-volunteer
https://olph-retreat.org/new-volunteer
mailto:handley@olph-retreat.org?subject=New%20Volunteer%20Inquiry
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

Dec. 6-7, 2021 

Prepare your heart for Christmas with St. Thérèse of Lisieux.  St. Thérèse of Lisieux marked Christmas 1886 as the day 
of her “complete conversion.”  This did not involve dramatic changes in what she believed; it only involved little 
changes in how she lived her very ordinary life. But her Christmas conversion led to the fulfillment of her desire to be a 
saint.  Our 8th annual Advent Retreat will explore some of St. Thérèse’s very practical, lived examples of holiness and 
transformation.   Mass is offered each day and Confessions are available.  All meals are provided.   The cost to reserve 
your spot is $100, which covers OLPH’s cost for room, food, cleaning, and FL state taxes.  A free-will donation request 
will be made by OLPH's Spiritual Director on the last day of the retreat.   

To register: olph-retreat.org/group-retreat-registration  

 

 

     Nov. 19-22, 2021 

This silent retreat will introduce you to the great themes of the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises in a group setting.  The 
retreat begins on Friday, November 19th with registration from 2:00 to 4:00 pm, followed by dinner and the first con-
ference.  Over the weekend, an additional five conferences will be held, as well as daily Mass, and an opportunity to 
meet at least once with the Retreat Director for Confession and/or spiritual direction.  The conference topics center 
on Ignatian spirituality, prayer, and discernment.   All meals are provided.    A private room is $460 and a shared room 
is $275 (including FL state tax and fees).  Click here to view the schedule. 

To register: olph-retreat.org/group-retreat-registration  

Go to www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events  

 

 

This all-day event is offered on the second Wednesday and second Sunday of each month.  The day begins at 9:30 
am with continental breakfast and includes two conferences, lunch, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass, and opportunities 
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, private meditation and prayer.  The day concludes with Mass, ending at 3:15 
pm.   The cost is $40.00.  Note: the conference topics are the same for the Sunday and Wednesday sessions in each 
respective month, so please choose the day that is compatible with your schedule. 

To register: www.olph-retreat.org/monthly-day-of-prayer  

November: 10th (Wednesday) and 14th (Sunday)  December: 8th (Wednesday) and 12th (Sunday)  

OLPH Gift Certificates 
As the holidays approach, we are all starting to think of people we would like to hon-
or with a holiday gift.  What’s better than the gift of time and space to relax and re-
fresh one’s spirit? A retreat provides opportunities for reflection, prayer, and renewal 
of the heart.  

OLPH offers gift certificates for the Monthly Day of Prayer (value $40.00), upcoming 
group retreats (for example, the Advent Retreat valued at $100), or a specific dollar 
amount that the recipient can apply towards a private or group retreat.  Please     
contact us for more information at (941) 486-0233. 

https://olph-retreat.org/group-retreat-registration
https://olph-retreat.org/documents/2021/7/IPR--Retreat%20schedule%20rev.%2011-19-21.pdf
https://olph-retreat.org/group-retreat-registration
http://www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events
https://olph-retreat.org/monthly-day-of-prayer

